
Important Changes to Federal Free and Reduced-Price Meals
and the Breakfast in the Classroom Program

USDA returns to income eligibility guidelines at the end of the school year

As we approach the end of the year, we wanted to take a moment to share some news about changes in
the Food Service department that will take effect for the 2022-2023 school year. The free meal program
that was initiated for all students in response to the pandemic is ending.  The U.S. Congress did not extend
meal waivers for the 2022-2023 school year. Free meals will end at the end of this school year. The
federal government will return to income eligibility guidelines beginning July 1, 2022.

While this change will also bring an end to the free “Breakfast in the Classroom” program at our school
sites, every school will continue to serve breakfasts in the cafeteria prior to the start of the day.  Families
that complete the application after July 1st and qualify will be eligible for free or reduced price meals for the
22-23 school year.

Benefits for families already approved for free or reduced meals during the 2021-2022 school year will
continue for the first 30 days of school in 2022-23. However, if you would like continued assistance,
you must also complete and submit a free or reduced-price meal application for the 2022-2023
school year (available after July 1, 2022). We will be sending you reminders after July 1st to complete the
application.

Paper applications will be available at the district office, all school sites, and digitally online at BESD33.org.
We strongly encourage you to fill out the application even if you believe you may not qualify.
Participation in this process helps the Buckeye Elementary School District access federal funding to
provide students with additional academic support in reading, math, professional development for teachers,
and classroom materials and supplies.

While this change does bring an end to the “Breakfast in the Classroom” program at our school sites, every
school will continue to serve breakfasts in the cafeteria prior to the start of the day. Further, offering
the meal in the cafeteria allows students to have many more food options than those that are provided in
the classroom.  A desire for more options has been a consistent request when it comes to breakfast, but
the “delivery” model associated with the program would not allow us to address this request as we would
have liked.  Further, moving to this model will greatly reduce some of the excess food waste  and staffing
needs that we observed using the classroom model.  Schools will be sharing modified morning procedures
as we begin the next school year.

At BESD we know high-quality meals foster overall wellness in addition to impacting academic success.
We remain committed to providing quality service and resources to the families we serve.   Please contact
Child Nutrition if you have questions or need assistance with the meal application process.

Thank you for choosing Buckeye Elementary School District.

Sincerely,

Child Nutrition Department - 623.925.3400

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://besd33.org/food-service/

